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In Between  

This time of the year…the beginning of February, in the churches 
calendar it is neither Epiphany nor Lent. It’s in between. The weather 
too can be in between, neither winter nor spring. Our lives as well can 
be in between. We can find ourselves in a situation that seems to not 
have a straight forward solution. We use expressions such as “I’m up 
against a brick wall” or “I’m between a rock and a hard place” or “I 
don’t know which way to turn.”  Many of us find ourselves in hard 
places. 

 Moses and the people of Israel found themselves in such a predicament. 
The Israelites found themselves trapped between Pharaoh’s Army and 
the Red Sea. Read the full story in Exodus Chapter 14. 

God took Moses and the Israelites to the edge of the Red Sea. This must 
have seemed a huge obstacle but God provided a way through by 
parting the water to allow them to cross and then not letting the 
Egyptian force pursue. 

God allowed the Israelites to arrive at the Red Sea- it was part of His 
plan, just as crossing it as a highway to the Promised Land was part of 
His plan. What seemed like a tight corner was an opening to something 
greater. 

So if and when we find ourselves “in between” and we ask ourselves 
why does God allow these predicaments to happen in our lives, 
remember that it can be that God takes us to these hard places to get us 
to look up to Him for our help. 

My prayer is that if you find yourselves in a hard place; remember to 
seek God in the situation. Luke 1 verse 37 says “Nothing is impossible 
with God”.  
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So if you are going through an “in between” be assured of God’s care 
and compassion to see you through the difficult situation. 

With love & God Bless. 

Sally  
 

 
WHAT’S ON IN FEBRUARY 

 
Thursday 4th 7pm Singing Group in church 

Wednesday 17th 3.30pm Messy Church in the Community Centre 
7.30pm Mothers’ Union in the Library 

Prayer group takes place in Church every Tuesday at 9.15am 

Children’ groups take place on 1st and 3rd Sundays during Holy Communion 

Trinity Tots in the Community Centre every Monday during term time at 1pm 

Over 50s group in the Community Centre every Wednesday at 1pm – 3pm 

 

 

 
LENT COURSE – Dates for the diary (further details to 
follow) 
 

Hartshill 
Tuesday Evenings 

7.30-9pm 
- - - - 

Galley Common 
Wednesday Afternoons 

1.30-2.30pm 
 

 
16th  Feb / 23rd Feb / 1st  Mar/8th Mar/15th Mar 
 
- - - - - - 
 
17th  Feb / 24th Feb / 2nd  Mar/9th Mar/16th Mar 
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Services and Seasonal Dates for the Diary  (update) 

February to March 2016 
Date/Time & Service Season / Theme Readings to reflect on 

February  2016 
7th February – 10am  
Holy Communion 

Sunday before Lent 2 Cor 3:12-4:2  
or Luke 9:28-36 

10th February – 7.30pm 
Communion Service & 
imposition of ashes 

Ash Wednesday  
Wednesday 10th 
February at Hartshill 

 
Matthew 6:16, 16-18 

14th February - 9.00am 
Holy Communion 

Lent 1 Psalm 32 

21st  February – 10.00am 
Holy Communion 

Lent 2 John 3:1-17 

28th February - 10.00am 
All Age Worship 

Lent 3 John 4:5-15 

March  2016 
6th March – 10.00am 
Holy Communion 

Lent 4   
(Mother’s Day) 

Colossians 3:12-17 

13th  March - 9.00am 
Holy Communion 

Lent 5 
 

Psalm 130 

20th March – 10.00am 
Holy Communion 

Palm Sunday Matthew 21:1-11 

Easter Weekend 
Thursday 24th March 
7.00pm – Hartshill 

Maundy Thursday Maundy Supper  
followed by 
Communion 

2pm – Reflective and 
 interactive Prayer 
Stations 

Good Friday 
Friday 25th March 

At Holy Trinity, 
Hartshill 

6am – Hartshill Hayes 
United Churches  
Sunrise Service 
--- 
10.00am - Communion 
At Holy Trinity, 
Hartshill 

Easter Day 

 
27th  March 

Hartshill Hayes… 
Followed by breakfast 
 
--- 
Matthew 28:1-10 
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Future dates for your diary 

St George’s Day Supper     Saturday 23rd April 6pm 

Adults £5, Children £3. Ploughman’s platter and traditional games. 
Tickets on sale April 1st 

 
Summer Fayre    Saturday 11th June 2pm 

 
Harvest Supper     Saturday 24th September 6pm 

 
Please come and join us at any or all of these informal events, you will 
be very welcome.  
 
Further details will be in future magazines or please ask a member of the 
social committee for information. 
 
Our next meeting is to be held on Monday 11th April, we always 
welcome ideas or new members and help at individual events. 

 

From the Registers in January 
 
Baptisms  
17th Jan – Jenson Pierce, Jordan Bradley & Harriet Kahrman 
 
Weddings – none 
 
Funerals  
8th Jan – Marjorie Wilson 
29th Jan – Bill Haddon 
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For Hartshill, Galley Common and area 

February once again brings with it our Annual Meeting of the Churches 
Together committee. It will be a time to review what has taken place 
over the past 12 months as well as look forward to the year ahead. 

May I take this opportunity to say thank you to everyone who has 
supported the various events from Beetle Drives to Carol Singing as 
well as all the services in between! 

The end of February brings with it the coffee morning in support of the 
Woman’s World Day of Prayer charities – and all (not just women!!!) 
are very welcome. Our focus country this year is Cuba so look out for 
Cuban themes! The time of the actual service on the 4th March is yet to 
be confirmed – so as not to clash with other services in the area (look 
out for posters which will have the details on once this has been fixed) 

We remain a depleted but enthusiastic group of people who love it when 
we can do things together for “How good and pleasant it is when 
brothers and sisters live together in unity…for there the LORD bestows 
his blessing, even life forevermore.” (Psalm 133)  

God Bless, Heather <><  
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* Dates for the diary * 

Woman’s World Day of Prayer Coffee Morning 

Friday 26th Feb 2016 10am-noon at The Society of Friends + 

Woman’s World Day of Prayer Service 

Friday 4th March 2016 (Time TBC) at The Society of Friends 

********** 

Praying for our Parish in February 
1 Thessalonians 5 v 16 – 18 

Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for 
this is God’s will for you in Jesus Christ. 

We have an extra day this month so we can pray extra!  

1 Deanery Synod Pray they will find they have extra resources. 

2 Night shelter 
Put on an extra pair of socks and pray for those 

attending and manning the night shelters 

3 Churches together Pray for extra cooperation between the churches 

4 
Boys’ and Girls’ 

Brigade 
Read an extra Bible verse – pray that those who 

go to BB and GB will encounter God. 

5 Youth groups Get an extra snack – pray for all the youths 

6 Queen 
Stand up an extra time and salute – pray for the 
Queen and all she stands for here and abroad. 

7 Christening 
Fill up the sink an extra time – pray for the 

Christening of Sydney this afternoon 

8 Tots Have a drink extra carefully – pray for all the 
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mums and tots who come. 

9 Shrove Tuesday 
Have an extra pancake – Thank God for all He 

has given us. 

10 Ash Wednesday 
Take some extra time and make sure you are 

right with Him. 

11 
Scouts, Beavers, 

Cubs 

Do an extra good deed for someone – pray for 
the leaders and children who attend. 

 

12 God 
Play an extra worship song – Thank God for 

how amazing He is. 

13 Schools 
Do some extra sums – pray for all the students 

and teachers 

14 Valentine 
Be extra nice to more than one person – pray for 

all those who are in a relationship. 

15 Food bank 
Buy an extra something for the food bank – 

Pray for those who are receiving food and those 
distributing it. 

16 Start Lent Spend an extra 5 minutes praying at meal times 

17 Messy Church 
Make a chain of people. Add an extra person – 

pray for extra helpers to help with the extra 
people who are going to come. 

18 Lonely 
Set up an extra place at table – pray for those 

who are alone, lost a loved one... 

19 Care 
Do some extra exercises – pray for those who 

work in hospitals and community 

20 Street pastors Stay up an extra 5 minutes – pray for those 
street pastors out tonight. Pray for more to join 
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them and logistics to be worked out so their 
work can continue. 

21 Church 
Come to church an extra 5 minutes early – take 
this time to prepare yourself for what God may 

want to teach you this morning 

22 Charity 
Put an extra coin in the charity box – pray for 
those in need and those trying to help them. 

 

23 
Rainbows, 

Brownies, Guides 
Wear something extra colourful – pray for all 

the girls and leaders as they meet tonight. 

24 Over 50’s 
Take a blanket and make yourself extra warm – 
pray for the elderly who may struggle with the 

cold weather. 

25 Holy Spirit 
Eat an extra strong mint – Pray for the Holy 

Spirit to refresh us. 

26 Coffee morning 
Have an extra cup of coffee – pray that the 

coffee morning for the women’s world day of 
prayer will go well 

27 News 
Extra, extra, extra, - read a newspaper and pray 

for what is happening in the world today. 

28 Church 
Stay an extra 5 minutes – talk to someone you 
do not talk to often. Pray for them when back 

home 

29 Extra 
Pray for those people who had a birthday this 
month, especially those who have it today. – 

Pray it will be extra special to them. 

Prayers by the Kindermans   
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CHRISTIAN CHARITY NEWS 

 

 

TORCH TRUST FOR THE BLIND (Torch) 

 

Torch is a Christian charity 
which is committed to sharing in 
words and actions the love of 
God shown in Jesus. It seeks to 
operate in accordance with the 
principles taught in the Bible. 
 

It cares by responding to the practical needs of visually impaired people 
in the UK and in the poorer countries of the world, with literature going 
to 100 countries across the globe and works through support 
partnerships with local organizations and individuals having a 
longstanding involvement in Africa to produce accessible Bibles in 
African languages at its international base in Malawi. 

Torch is a Christian fellowship where blind and sighted people meet on 
equal terms. There are 110 Torch fellowship groups meeting informally 
on a monthly basis across the UK and many more abroad. However, all 
that Torch does and offers is open to those of all faiths and none. 

Torch produces Christian reading in Braille, giant print, audio and 
electronic media. It also publishes 6 magazines, produces Bibles, hymn 
books, Scripture text calendars, books and booklets and operates a large 
free postal library of Christian books in various forms. Torch is non-
denominational and seeks to help churches of all types to fully include 
visually impaired people in their congregations. 

Torch also arrange holidays that are designed especially for visually 
impaired people and offer more opportunities for fellowship. The 
Holiday and Retreat Centre offers a varied programme of holidays to 
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suit young and old. They also run house parties at Christian conventions 
and holidays abroad too. 

Torch does not run fundraising programmes, but relies on faith in God 
to provide and invites other people to pray with them. 

Their main office and production centre is located in Market 
Harborough, Leicestershire. As well as paid staff, of which one fifth are 
either blind or partially sighted, there are around 1000 volunteers from 
across the UK who contribute their time to transcription work and the 
running of fellowship groups, to name just two. 

If you feel called to help as a volunteer or by a donation, or you know of 
someone who could benefit from their services, their address is:- 

The Torch Trust for the Blind, Torch House, Torch Way, Market 
Harborough, Leicestershire LE16 9HL. Tel: 01858 438260  

or view their website at www.torchtrust.org  

Visitors are also welcome to look around Torch House and have a chat 
over a mug of Fairtrade tea or coffee. 

Lynda Kelly 

 

To Colour 

 

http://www.torchtrust.org/�
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About Significant Days This Month 

St Valentine’s Day – 14th February 

 

There are two confusing things 
about this day of romance and 
anonymous love-cards strewn with 
lace, cupids and ribbon: firstly, 
there seems to have been two 
different Valentines in the 4th 
century - one a priest martyred on 
the Flaminian Way, under the 
emperor Claudius, the other a 
bishop of Terni martyred at Rome.  
And neither seems to have had any 
clear connection with lovers or 
courting couples.   
 

So why has Valentine become the patron saint of romantic love?  By 
Chaucer’s time the link was assumed to be because on these saints’ day 
-14 February - the birds are supposed to pair.  Or perhaps the custom of 
seeking a partner on St Valentine’s Day is a surviving scrap of the old 
Roman Lupercalia festival, which took place in the middle of February.  
One of the Roman gods honoured during this Festival was Pan, the god 
of nature.  Another was Juno, the goddess of women and marriage.  
During the Lupercalia it was a popular custom for young men to draw 
the name of a young unmarried woman from a name-box.  The two 
would then be partners or ‘sweethearts’ during the time of the 
celebrations.  Even modern Valentine decorations bear an ancient 
symbol of love - Roman cupids with their bows and love-arrows.   

There are no churches in England dedicated to Valentine, but since 1835 
his relics have been claimed by the Carmelite church in Dublin. 



16 
 

Shrove Tuesday – Pancake Day – 9th February 
It’s odd, really, that confessing one’s sins to God should ever have 
involved making pancakes.  And yet the beginning of Lent brings us 
both – Shrove Tuesday is Pancake Day, and is followed by Ash 
Wednesday, and so Lent begins. 

In centuries gone by, the pancakes were made to use up the milk and 
eggs before the fasting of Lent.  More recently, many readers will have 
childhood memories of the wonder of watching our mothers break an 
egg, mix it with milk and flour – and out of that gooey mess, to produce 
a light and delicious pancake.    

These days more and more of us buy pancake mix, or even ready-made 
pancakes.  It seems we prefer the certainty of ending up with pancakes - 
to the risk of having made nothing BUT a mess of the kitchen.   

In many parishes they used to hold pancake races on the day.  Why 
anyone would want to run around a field while holding a pancake is not 
clear, but in Olney, Bucks, they have held a pancake race almost every 
year since 1445.   

Ash Wednesday 

 

What is Ash Wednesday? 
Ash Wednesday marks the 
beginning of six and a half weeks 
of repentance, fasting and 
abstinence in preparation for the 
most important Christian festival 
of  Easter. 
 

Why is it called Ash Wednesday? 
Ashes are something that are left when something is burned. 
For Christians, ashes are a symbol of being sorry for things they have 
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done wrong and want to get rid of forever. It is also a reminder to them 
that we all come from ashes, and to ashes we all will return. 

Why are ashes marked on the forehead? 
For Christians, the marking on the forehead with ash marks the 
commitment to Jesus Christ and God. They want to show God that they 
are sorry for the wrong things they have done in the past year. 

 What happens on Ash Wednesday? 
Many Christians will attend a religious service where the ashes are 
blessed by the church leader, and placed on their forehead.  

Christians believe this marks the physical and spiritual beginning of a 
personal Lent season in which 40 days of repentance will begin leading 
up to the celebration of Easter Sunday. 

The actual moment when the forehead is marked initiates the beginning 
of lent for each individual person. 

What is Lent? 

Lent is a Christian Festival. In the past it was a long, strict religious fast 
when people gave up all rich food. The day before Lent starts is known 
as Shrove Tuesday. 

What happens during Lent today? 

Some Christians try to follow the example of Jesus in the desert by 
giving up luxuries and practising self-discipline. And they try to put 
aside more time to prayer and religious acts so that they can really let 
God into their lives. 

Why does Lent last for 40 days? 
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Lent is a time when Christians remember the 40 days and nights Jesus 
spent alone in the desert without food being tempted by the Devil. Jesus 
used this time to prepare for His work by fasting and praying. 

Luke's Gospel says: 

'Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by 
the Spirit in the desert, where for forty days he was tempted by the 
devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was 
hungry.' 

So, as in the Bible, Christians spend forty days in preparing themselves 
to rejoice at the resurrection of Jesus Christ at Easter. 

 
 

Church Flowers  
 

 

February 7th For Mr L. Taylor. 
 

There will be no flowers during the period of 
Lent, apart from Mothering Sunday (6th March) 
 

A BIG THANK YOU 
 
We have had some very generous donations 
recently towards the flowers in Holy Trinity, for 
which we are most grateful. 
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Sharon’s Recipe – Navarin of Lamb 
This makes a lovely Valentine Dinner along with our dessert recipe, 
Mille Feuilles, which follows. 

Serves 4 

Ingredients 
1.5 oz / 42g plain flour 
1 tsp salt 
1 tsp ground white pepper 
2 lb / 910g best end of neck lamb 
chops 
2 tbs / 30 ml cooking oil  
1 onion slices 
0.5 lb / 227g carrots – peeled and 
cut into thick strips 
1 small swede –peeled and cut into 
cubes 
1 pint / 570 ml chicken stock 
2 tbs tomato puree 
2 tbs rosemary 
 

Method 
1. Preheat oven to 180°C, 350°F, 

Gas Mark 4 
2. Mix together the flour, salt and 

pepper 
3. Trim fat from the chops and 

coat in the seasoned flour 
4. Fry in the oil for three minutes 

each side and place in an 
ovenproof casserole 

5. Reserve remaining flour mixture 
6. Fry the onion until beginning to 

soften, then add the carrots, 
swede and the remaining flour. 

7. Continue to fry gently for two 
minutes. 

8. Gradually add the stock and 
tomato puree, stirring 
continuously until the sauce 
boils. 

9. Add rosemary and pour into the 
casserole with the chops 

10. Place in the preheated oven and 
cook for 2 hours 

11. Service with either potatoes or 
rice.  Buttery mash goes really 
well with this for a special 
occasion. 
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Sharon’s Recipe – Mille Feuilles (Serves 5-6) 
Ingredients 
8 oz / 227 g Puff pastry home-made 
if you have lots of time but shop 
bought is fine and a whole lot easier 
 
0.5 pint / 285 ml double cream 
 
Quarter of a tsp mixed spice 
 
4 tsp castor sugar 
 
1-2 tbs strawberry or raspberry 
conserve 
 
Punnet of strawberries or 
raspberries 
 
Sprinkling of icing sugar 
 

Method 
1. Preheat oven to 220°C, 425°F, Gas 

Mark 7 
2. Roll the pastry out into two 

rectangles approx. 11” x 6” (275 x 
150mm) 

3. Place on two damp baking trays and 
cook for 10-15 minutes until risen 
and golden 

4. Leave pastry to cool 
5. Whisk cream and mixed spice until 

thick 
6. Add sugar to the whipped cream 

and gently stir in 
7. Spread jam over one of the pastry 

strips, cover with the fruit followed 
by the cream 

8. Top with the remaining pastry and 
sprinkle with icing sugar 

9. Serve immediately or  refrigerate 
for up to 24 hours 

 

 

 

Hartshill Community Library 
 

Tuesday 10am to 2pm  
Wednesday 2pm to 4pm  
Thursday 2pm to 4pm (new times) 
Friday 10am to Midday  
Saturday 10am to Midday  
 
The following sessions are also held in the library:  
Family History Group Mondays 1.30pm to 3.30pm  
Book Club first Tuesday of the month 10.30am  
IT Support Sessions Tuesdays 2pm to 4pm 
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Crossword 

 

ACROSS 
1  Success or wealth (Deuteronomy 28:11) (10) 

7  Forbidden fruit for Nazirites (Numbers 6:3) (7) 

8  Concede (Job 27:5) (5) 

10 Look at (Psalm 48:13) (4) 

11 Much in evidence after weddings (8) 

13 Condense (Job 36:27) (6) 

15 Breakwater (6) 

17 Give a tan (anag.) (8) 

18 More usually now called Pentecost, — Sunday (4) 
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21 After living for 365 years, it was said of him that ‘he walked with 
God’ (Genesis 5:23–24) (5) 

22 Trampled (Judges 9:27) (7) 

23 For example, Miriam, Deborah (Exodus 15:20; Judges 4:4) (10) 

 
Down 

1  Arrogance (Proverbs 8:13) (5) 

2  Roman poet from first century BC (4) 

3  So rapt (anag.) (6) 

4  Declare again (2 Corinthians 2:8) (8) 

5  Paul’s ‘fellow worker’, to whom he sent two epistles (Romans 16:21) 
(7) 

6  God’s foreseeing care and protection (Job 10:12) (10) 

9  Traditional form of Roman Catholic Mass (10) 

12 ‘The Lord... has given the — of Israel to David and his descendants 
for ever’ (2 Chronicles 13:5) (8) 

14 ‘My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my — ’ 
(Luke 1:46–47) (7) 

16 The central element in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, identified and 
interpreted by Daniel (Daniel 2:31) (6) 

19 ‘On this rock I will build my church, and the gates of — will not 
overcome it’ (Matthew 16:18) (5) 

20 City where Paul was under house arrest for two years (Acts 28:16) 
(4) 

See page 23 for answers. 
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Our Mission  

 

 

Answers to crossword on page 20 

 
ACROSS: 1, Prosperity. 7, Raisins. 8, Admit. 10, View. 11, Confetti. 13, 
Distil. 15, Groyne. 17, Navigate. 18, Whit. 21, Enoch. 22, Trodden. 23, 
Prophetess. 
DOWN: 1, Pride. 2, Ovid. 3, Pastor. 4, Reaffirm. 5, Timothy. 6, Providence. 9, 
Tridentine. 12, Kingship. 14, Saviour. 16, Statue. 19, Hades. 20, Rome. 

 

 

From the Editor 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to all of the ladies who 
deliver the magazine each month and collect the subscriptions at the beginning 
of each year. 
If anybody has anything they would like to share with readers of the magazine, 
please either write it down and give it to me or email it to me at 
susan.foster@bcs.org.  
The deadline for articles for the March edition is Monday 22nd February. 

 
 

mailto:susan.foster@bcs.org�
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 Who’s Who? 
 

 

Vicar Revd. Heather Barnes 02476 392266 

Curate Revd. Michael Brandsma 01827 437292 

Church Wardens Mrs Carol Miles 
 

02476  394339 

 Mrs Sally Young 
 

02476 397276 

PCC Secretary Mrs Sheila Hinds 02476 394683 

Treasurer Mrs Wendy Albrighton 02476 397183 

Planned Giving Mrs Wendy Albrighton 02476 397183 

Mothers’ Union Mrs Susan Foster 02476 319943 

Verger Mr David Hodson 07773 992270 

Weddings Mr Nick Blamire-
Brown/Mrs Jan B 
Blamire-Brown 

02476 395467 

Baptism Revd. Heather Barnes 02476 392266 

Community Centre 
Bookings 

Mr John Randle 02476 392856 

Sunday School Mrs Ruth Kinderman 02476 395326 

Magazine editor Mrs Susan Foster 02476 319943 
 

 

Church website: http://holytrinity.avexi.co.uk/ 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/holytrinityhartshill/ 

http://holytrinity.avexi.co.uk/�
https://www.facebook.com/groups/holytrinityhartshill/�
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